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responded to these natural disasters with ex-
traordinary strength, compassion, and gen-
erosity. Many volunteers donated their time 
and talents to help with the cleanup, recov-
ery, and rebuilding of communities dev-
astated by the hurricanes and tropical storms. 

To prepare for the 2005 hurricane season, 
I urge all our citizens to become aware of 
the dangers of hurricanes and tropical storms 
and to learn how to minimize their destruc-
tive effects. Our Nation’s weather research-
ers and forecasters continue to improve the 
accuracy of hurricane warnings, enabling 
residents and visitors to prepare for storms. 
By working together, Federal, State, and 
local agencies, first responders, the news 
media, and private citizens can help save lives 
and diminish the damage caused by these 
natural disasters. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 15 through 
May 21, 2005, as National Hurricane Pre-
paredness Week. I call upon government 
agencies, private organizations, schools, and 
the news media to share information about 
hurricane preparedness and response to help 
save lives and prevent property damage. I 
also call upon Americans living in hurricane- 
prone areas of our Nation to use this oppor-
tunity to learn more about protecting them-
selves against the effects of hurricanes and 
tropical storms. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 12, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 13. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders 
May 11, 2005 

I thank the Members of the Congress for 
coming down to give me and the Secretary 
of State a chance to talk about our recent 
trip to Europe. It was a great trip, and it’s 
such an honor to represent the United States. 

Sitting in Red Square honoring the vet-
erans of World War II was an amazing event. 
I remember as a kid watching the missiles 
parade through Red Square, and here I sat 
as the President of the United States in Red 
Square, paying homage to people who died 
to defeat nazism. And I was sitting beside 
a friend. Russia is not an enemy. Russia is 
our friend. And it’s important that we work 
together to achieve peace. Obviously, we 
have a difference of opinion on certain issues, 
but we don’t have a difference of opinion 
on working together for peace. 

I went to the Baltics, had a great trip to 
Latvia. It’s such an inspiring experience to 
be in countries that are newly minted democ-
racies that love freedom. And I met with civil 
society advocates. I look forward to briefing 
you on the situation that this young democ-
racy faces in making sure that all people are 
participating in the democracy. 

Went to the Netherlands. Her Majesty 
kindly came and visited—paid a visit with us. 
I laid a wreath with Her Majesty honoring 
the U.S. soldiers who died at the end of 
World War II. Interestingly enough, some of 
my father-in-law’s unit were there, and it was 
neat for Laura to be able to hug them and 
to remember her dad as she paid tribute to 
the veterans. 

Then I went to Georgia. It was—standing 
in front of 150,000 people that love freedom 
was a fantastic experience. 

The lessons of World War II is to honor 
the sacrifice of those who helped us keep 
the peace and to remember that the United 
States is always the beacon of freedom and 
that when we find people living under tyr-
anny, we’ve got to work to free them in order 
to make the world more peaceful. 

And so I want to thank you all for coming. 
I look forward to briefing you in specific on 
some of the conversations I had, and I’m 
looking forward to your comments as well. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Vladimir Putin 
of Russia; and Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands. 

Statement on Signing the Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations Act for 
Defense, the Global War on Terror, 
and Tsunami Relief Act, 2005 

May 11, 2005 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 1268, 
the ‘‘Emergency Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act for Defense, the Global War on 
Terror, and Tsunami Relief, 2005’’ (the 
‘‘Act’’). The Act provides funds for ongoing 
military and intelligence operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and selected other inter-
national activities, including tsunami relief 
and reconstruction. The Act supports new 
benefits for service members who have suf-
fered traumatic injury and for survivors of 
fallen service members. The Act also pro-
vides additional border enforcement re-
sources, which will strengthen the Nation’s 
ability to prevent foreign terrorists from op-
erating in the United States. 

The executive branch shall construe sub-
section 1025(d) of the Act, which purports 
to determine the command relationships 
among certain elements of the U.S. Navy 
forces, as advisory, as any other construction 
would conflict with the President’s constitu-
tional authority as Commander in Chief. 

Provisions of the Act, such as sections 2104 
and 6024, purport to require congressional 
committee approval prior to certain obliga-
tions or expenditures of funds appropriated 
by the Act. The executive branch shall con-
strue such provisions to require only prior 
notification to congressional committees, as 
any other construction would be contrary to 
the constitutional principles set forth by the 
Supreme Court of the United States in 1983 
in INS v. Chadha. 

Section 6025 purports to regulate the con-
tent of the President’s annual budget submis-
sion, which is a proposal for enactment of 
legislation to appropriate funds. In addition, 
section 301 calls for submission of legislative 
recommendations by an executive branch of-
ficial to the Congress. The executive branch 

shall construe these and any other similar 
provisions in a manner consistent with the 
Constitution’s commitment to the President 
of exclusive authority to supervise the unitary 
executive branch and to recommend for the 
consideration of the Congress such measures 
as the President shall judge necessary and 
expedient. 

Several provisions of the Act, including 
sections 6041, 6042, 6043, 6052, 6053, 6069, 
6070, 6071, and 6072 make specified changes 
in statements of managers of the House-Sen-
ate conference committees that accompanied 
various bills reported from conference that 
ultimately became laws. As with other com-
mittee materials, statements of managers ac-
companying a conference report do not have 
the force of law. Accordingly, although 
changes to these statements are directed by 
the terms of the Act, the statements them-
selves are not legally binding. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 11, 2005. 

NOTE: H.R. 1268, approved May 11, was assigned 
Public Law No. 109–13. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Central American Leaders 
May 12, 2005 

Good morning. Thank you for coming. 
Welcome to the White House, and welcome 
to the Rose Garden. 

I want to thank the six Presidents who have 
joined me today. We’ve just had a construc-
tive dialog in the Cabinet Room about our 
mutual interests. Our mutual interests are 
prosperity for our people and peace in the 
region. I am honored to be here with six real-
ly fine leaders, people who have stood strong 
for democracy and who care deeply about 
the people of their nations. 

We’re here today, as well, because the best 
way to achieve peace and prosperity for our 
hemisphere is by strengthening democracy 
and continuing the economic transformation 
of Central America and the Dominican Re-
public. All of us agree that the Central Amer-
ican and Dominican Republic Free Trade 
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